[Evaluation of in vitro activity of pristinamycin against Haemophilus influenzae].
The activity of pristinamycin against H. influenzae was evaluated using various in vitro tests. Minimal inhibitory concentrations (MICs) were determined by an agar dilution method. The range of MICs was from 0.25 mg/l to 8 mg/l. MIC 50 was 2 mg/l; MIC 90 was 4 mg/l. The activity of component pristinamycin II (PII) is similar to that of pristinamycin and superior to that of component pristinamycin I (PI). Minimal bactericidal concentrations (MBCs) were equal to or two times higher than MICs. Killing curves showed a bactericidal activity obtained after 6 hours at MIC x 2 and MIC x 4 of pristinamycin. Component PII exhibited a bactericidal activity at MIC x 4. The post-antibiotic effect was high with pristinamycin: after two hours of contact with the antibiotic, PAEs were 2 hours with 1 mg/l, from 4 to 6.8 hours with 2 mg/l, and 6.7 hours with 4 mg/l. The PAEs with component PII were from 1 hour to 2 hours at concentrations of 1, 2, or 4 mg/l. Antibiotic resistance to various antibiotics did not influence the antibacterial activity of pristinamycin. At a breakpoint < or = 2 mg/l, more than 85% of the strains were sensitive to pristinamycin. The unimodal distribution of the strains showed the lack of acquired resistance to pristinamycin in these bacterial species.